IncobotulinumtoxinA for hypersalivation in patients with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis: an open-label single-centre study.
The objective of this study is to discover whether incobotulinumtoxinA (inco) can reduce relative hypersalivation in patients with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). 14 patients with ALS (8 males and 6 females, age 55.4 ± 16.3 years) received ultrasound-guided injection of inco 100 MU in both parotid glands and inco 50 MU in both submandibular glands. Saliva production was gravimetrically measured with three cotton rolls placed in the mouth. Weight increase after 5 min was measured on an electronic scale. Subjective saliva production was registered with drooling frequency scale (DFS) and drooling severity scale (DSS). Saliva production was gravimetrically reduced at week 4 (p = 0.04), week 8 (p = 0.01) but not after week 12 after BT application. DFS was reduced at week 4 (p = 0.04), week 8 (p = 0.02), but not after week 12. DSS was reduced at week 4 (p = 0.03), week 8 (p = 0.04) and week 12 (p = 0.04). Patients in our study did not experience changes in their swallowing patterns or any other safety-relevant events. Inco is effective and well tolerated for saliva reduction in patients with ALS for 8-12 weeks.